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Thob (Dress) of life

In mid-2012, Al-Hannouneh has taken the responsibility, among others, of preserving
original female outfits with all additions and accessories, as worn by our grandmothers
in Jordan and Palestine to protect the art of embroidery and this integral part of our
culture from theft or distortion.

This project’s main goals are:
*Preservation: by giving life to this dying art that is a cornerstone of who we are.
*Development: by empowering less privileged women and teaching them an art
that needs to preserved and guarded.

Females in this region have always played a very important role in their societies; they
participated in the agricultural process and harvesting, also occupied very important
positions in the educational, medical, and industrial sectors.

And when it comes to social contribution and participation, females have always led
festive celebrations in weddings, giving birth; circumcision of boys and graduations,
and also stead fast in the face of grief and sadness, and their outfits have always changed
as per the occasion, leading to a magnificent variety of outfits and dresses for different
purposes.

So many classification methods have been used to categorize these outfits, Hannouneh
has classified these outfits as per their geographical origin, and a list of the dresses and
outfits produced by Hannouneh is can be seen in this brochure.

How to get your own Thob

You can always come and visit our society in which you will find a model of each
type of these dresses, you can check the quality, the colors and any other detail you care
to know more about, our address is to be found in the last page of this brochure.
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The Traditional Costume

Palestinians are the endogenous people of the Southern Land of Canaan and the Western Part of the Fertile
Crescent, the area between the Mediterranean Sea and the River Jordan. The Canaanites were a sophisticated
agricultural and urban people. Key milestones in human civilization occurred in this Land of Canaan: animal and
plant domestication, development of the alphabet, and development of laws and religions.

Palestinian traditional costumes reflected the vision of their creators. They are clever, colorful and a perfect ode
to a pioneer civilization.

Some 5000 years ago, Palestinian grandmothers knitted their dresses. They favored diverse motifs in embroidery
and costume as Palestines long history and position on the international trade routes exposed it to multiple influences.
Before the appearance of synthetically dyed threads, the colours used were determined by the materials available for
the production of natural dyes: «reds» from insects and pomegranate, «dark blues» from the indigo plant, «yellow»
from saffron flowers, soil and vine leaves, «brown» from oak bark, and «purple» from crushed murex shells.

Their diverse motifs were documenting the history and lives of the locals. Before the Nakba, Palestinian costumes
reflected a woman>s economic, marital status and her town or district of origin, with knowledgeable observers
discerning this information from the fabric, colours, cut, and embroidery motifs (or lack thereof) used in the apparel,
their clothes were very much a part of their identity.

At Al-Hannouneh shows, the cast wear original Palestinian dresses, some made in the last century, handed down
from generation to generation. While there may be more practical and “appropriate” theatrical alternatives, those
dresses are integral elements to the storyline, the identity and narrative of the characters. It is also an act of defiance
against the Israeli theft of all things Palestinian by the occupying state, including books, music, art, cuisine and dress.

Cultural appropriation of Palestinian identity is a conscious political policy of the Israeli state that seeks to
erase Palestine from historical memory, particularly within Western discourse. This systematic ethnic cleansing of
Palestinians from their historic homeland goes hand in hand with the theft of Palestinian land, homes, history,
and culture, in a scheme to eradicate the Palestinian nation altogether, literally writing it out of history while
simultaneously assuming its place.

At Al-Hannouneh, we stand tall on that stage, singing and dancing, in our beautiful vintage dresses, an ode to our
paradise lost! We are defiant; we will not be eradicated.

We are stubborn; we will not give up on our rights, our homeland.

We are hopeful, to relive the stories of life, those dresses we wear on stage witnessed before all the ugliness started!
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About Al-Hannouneh

Each ethnic group or a nation is shaped by its natural heritage and local culture.
The natural heritage of any group is the symbol of its past, customs and the conflicts
which helped in shaping its identity. It’s a philosophy of life which makes this group or
national a very distinguished one.

During the previous century the citizens of this nation were exposed to the worst
kinds of colonization and occupation. The enemy was not satisfied in occupying the
land, the expulsion of the native citizens but it also worked on wiping out their memories
and demolishing their bond to their land.

Today we are encountering a new generation of this violated land, a generation who
lacks the basic information about its heritage, past and culture. This comes as a result
of being subjected to various kinds of media. This media is interested in spreading the
western values and traditions that are far away from our own values and traditions.
Therefore, a group of people took the initiative and held a meeting in 1990 to discuss
ways to preserve our precious values and traditions, which led to the birth of Al-
-Hannouneh which was officially registered as a local cultural society on the 8th of
January 1993 in the Ministry of Culture. Al-Hannouneh is a wild flower that announces
the beginning of spring in the open fields of our beloved country.

The Canaanite legend says that The God of Fertility “Adonis” had a fight with a
wild pig and its blood swept the area before it was killed by the pig. The spring after
(Hannouneh) red anemones blossomed replacing the drops of blood with flowers.

Al-Hannouneh as a name was chosen to symbolize the continuous conflict between
good and evil, and the determination of the Palestinian people to guard and protect
their land, culture and heritage.
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Photography Locations
Darat al Funun-the Khalid Shoman Foundation
Al-Hannouneh Society for Popular Culture

Production Team
Photography
Shareef Nazzal

Muhanad Hamdan
Mahmoud Hussain
Ahed Nazzal
Saleh Al-Thaher

Design & Direction
Shareef Nazal
Zena Al-Sheikh

Special Thanks to:
The production team would like to thank all.

Those who contributed in this project, in particular the girls who
modeled the traditional out fits.
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PO. Box 3900 Code No.11953 Tla’ Alali /Amman-Jordan
Telephone: +962 6 5052829 Mobile: +962 79 5222512
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